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CSI offers technology checkout
Booth Library announces the opening of its 
Center for Student Innovation. The CSI includes a 
new Technology Checkout Station, an Active Learning 
Classroom and Design Lab. The CSI is located on the 
first floor of Booth Library, on the east side of the 
atrium.
At the Technology Checkout Station students can 
check out laptop computers, MiFi hotspots, webcams, 
microphones/speakers and GoPro Fusion 360 cameras. 
Students with a valid Panther Card can check out the 
technology for a limited time period.
The Technology Checkout Station is open from 
3-8 p.m. Sunday-Thursday in the CSI. For more 
information visit https://www.eiu.edu/booth/csi/tech.
php. Funding for the technology checkout program 
was provided through the Governor’s Emergency 
Education Relief fund.
“It became apparent at the start of the pandemic 
that many students didn’t have access to the technology 
they needed when all classes transitioned to remote 
learning,” said Zach Newell, dean of Library Services. 
“Thanks to GEER funding, we now can help alleviate 
that by offering various pieces of equipment available 
for checkout.”
Renovation of the first phase of the CSI project 
— the Active Learning Classroom, Design Lab and 
breakout rooms — was completed in November 
2020 and was made possible thanks to a grant from 
the Charleston Area Charitable Foundation. The 
renovation included new flooring, electrical and 
Internet upgrades, updated lighting and paint. 
The space is home to a variety of new technology, 
including a podcasting studio, gaming computers, 3D 
printers, Google jamboard, large computer monitors 
and a green screen, purchased with a grant from the 
Illinois State Library.
“Our goal is to provide our students and scholars 
with services and spaces to make their academic 
Continued on Page 3
Available for checkout in the Booth CSI are Dell laptop 
computers, Verizon MiFi hot spots, GoPro Fusion 360 
cameras, webcams and microphones/speakers. To check 
out equipment, stop by the CSI between 3 and 8 p.m. 
Sunday-Thursday.
In addition to 
receiving money through 
the Governor’s Emergency 
Education Relief fund 
to purchase technology 
for checkout through 
the Center for Student 
Innovation, Booth Library 
was awarded a separate 
GEER grant from the 
Illinois Board of Higher 
Education to create a 
CSI satellite location in 
Thomas Hall.
“To help facilitate 
on-campus virtual 
learning, specifically 
to help students of 
underrepresented groups succeed, we want to make 
community design labs such as the CSI accessible to 
serve students at point of contact,” said Zach Newell, 
dean of Library Services. “Funding from this grant will 
help EIU close the technological gap for our students 
and democratize access by replicating the library’s 
successful CSI digital lab in a location where the 
students need it the most – in a campus residence hall.”
At Thomas Hall, students can check out technology 
such as Surface Book 
3 laptops, webcams, 
microphones and tripods. 
In addition, a Design 
Lab is equipped with a 
Multipresenter, green 
screen, lighting kit and other 
hardware/software so that 
students can collaboratively 
use this equipment to 
practice presentations, 
record videos, etc. The 
Thomas Hall location is 
open from 3 to 8 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday.
“This grant represents 
an important opportunity to 
support the recruitment and 
retention of postsecondary students most impacted 
by the pandemic,” said the grant award letter from the 
IBHE. 
“Your efforts to provide innovative options for low-
income, first-generation, rural, and underrepresented 
students will help these individuals ‘stay the course’ 
with their postsecondary studies and realize the 











by the pandemic, I am 
pleased to report that 
the fall semester was, 
in many ways, fruitful 
for Booth Library.  We 
remained open regular 
hours for our students, 
and slowly re-opened 
cherished services such as the study rooms 
and meditation room. We were fortunate to 
host Athletics to provide a formal study hall in 
the evenings during the week, and carved out 
spaces for student organizations to safely meet 
in the library. 
In November we completed the remodel 
of the Center for Student Innovation (CSI) 
thanks to the generosity of the Charleston 
Area Charitable Foundation (CACF). We 
were able to use funding from the Governor’s 
Emergency Education Relief (GEER) fund to 
purchase over 100 laptops, 50 Mi-Fi hotspots, 
webcams and microphones, and make them 
available to students who need them. We offer 
access to this technology in the CSI — a space 
designed for students, and now designed by 
students. It is in this space that we merge the 
best of technology, instruction, collaboration, 
and the enterprising spirit that is now defining 
Booth Library and its students.
When the extent of the pandemic was 
first realized, we recognized an opportunity 
to provide technology for our students who 
needed to get online. We also recognized 
the potential of such technology beyond the 
immediate need to connect with classes via 
Zoom. Students are looking for hardware 
and software to engage more fully with their 
classes, with their research and with their 
role as active citizens creating solutions to 
challenging problems. 
We used additional GEER funding to 
devise a “pitch competition” titled “What’s 
Your Problem?”  The competition was created 
as a way for our underrepresented students 
to identify a problem, and to outline the tools 
— technology and space — they would need 
to solve the problem. It is entrepreneurial 
in spirit, but as a disguised assessment 
instrument, represents a novel way to get 
feedback from students as to how we in the 
library can best serve their needs in offering 
students the tools they need to be successful.  
While Booth has been forced to reschedule 
and rethink programs, we have found new 
ways to advance our sense of community.  
We hosted U.S. Poet Laureate Joy Harjo for 
a recorded talk as part of the NEA Big Read 
grant at the end of January, the recording of 
which was shared with area K-12 educators. 
The recording was also shared on campus to be 
used for programming in classes.
Additionally, we used lessons learned 
about the challenges in accessing technology 
during the pandemic to initiate an effort to 
bridge the digital equity gap in our region. 
Booth Library was awarded a digital equity 
community technology center grant through 
the Broadband READY CTC Grant Program. 
We are employing a “train the trainer” 
program in which we will work with a digital 
literacy coordinator to train our regional 
partners — public libraries, community college 
libraries, and local school districts — on 
hardware and software so that they, in turn, 
can instruct their local communities on best 
practices for utilizing such technologies. We 
want to use Booth Library and our partners on 
campus, Information and Technology Services 
and the College of Education, to help us offer 
digital training to our partners to facilitate 
access to the Internet, technology, and 
ultimately to provide an empowering driver for 
propagating economic growth in the region.  
While we eagerly keep an eye on an end 
to the pandemic, we are finding ways to keep 
our EIU students, faculty and staff engaged 
and empowered through a pedagogy of care. 
We continue to foster the creative spirit of 
our community, and identify opportunities to 
nurture and transform daily lives — ready to 
roar as Panthers leading in a post-pandemic 
world. Go Booth! Go EIU!
Zach Newell
Dean of Library Services
Broadband READY grant to bridge digital divide
Booth Library was awarded a 
$44,000 grant from the Broadband 
READY initiative of the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity to create a 
community digital equity program.
With the grant, the Booth 
Center for Student Innovation will 
serve as a training site for local 
residents and high school students 
to learn how to teach others basic 
digital and information literacy 
skills. These trained instructors 
will then present workshops for 
the general population at public 
libraries and community college 
libraries throughout the IDCEO 
Southeast region.
Hosting workshops in various 
locations in the region will make 
it easy for community members 
to attend workshops in their 
geographic area. Regional partners 
are the Mattoon Public Library, 
Lake Land College, Charleston 
Public Library, Paris Public Library, 
Effingham Public Library, Olney 
Central College Library and 
Lincoln Trail Community College 
Library.
In addition, the Mattoon 
Community Unit School District 
has agreed to be a major partner 
by providing vocational training 
to Mattoon High School students. 
MHS students will become certified 
digital literacy instructors through 
the program.
Finally, the EIU College of 
Education will include a digital 
literacy component as part of its 
teacher training program with 
the Charleston Community Unit 
School District 1 in the Booth 
Library CSI.
This grant program will be 
implemented in the summer and 
fall of 2021.
Satellite CSI location opens in Thomas Hall
Continued from Page 1
pursuits engaging, productive, and enjoyable,” 
Newell said. 
“Although the pandemic has delayed the 
implementation of activities in the CSI, we 
look forward to opening the space to students, 
faculty and the community so they can learn, 
experiment and innovate.”
For more information about the Center for 
Student Innovation, visit the website at https://
www.eiu.edu/booth/csi/index.php. The CSI 




Booth Library was one of 84 nonprofit 
organizations selected to receive a grant to 
host the National Endowment for the Arts 
Big Read. The NEA Big Read is designed to 
broaden our understanding of our world, our 
communities, and ourselves through the joy 
of sharing a good book. 
The local NEA Big Read program focuses 
on the book “An American Sunrise,” by U.S. Poet 
Laureate Joy Harjo, the first Native American to hold 
the position.
Twelve programs were held between September 
and February in conjunction with Harjo’s book. The 
featured presentation was a reading and Q&A with 
Harjo herself on Jan. 30, co-sponsored by Broward 
County Library, Broward Public Library Foundation 
Inc., Florida; and Florida Center for the Book.
The Lake Land College Library in Mattoon will 
present a virtual book discussion of “An American 
Sunrise” at noon April 14 via Zoom. More details will 
be posted on https://www.eiu.edu/booth/bigread/
program.php when they are available. 
Coming up on April 22, the Coles County Arts 
Council and Academy of Lifelong Learning will 
host a virtual discussion/workshop: The 
Knowing was Always Right at 6 p.m. Hosted 
by Charlotte England and Daiva Markelis, 
this discussion/workshop will look at the 
way Harjo weaves dreams, poems and 
visions from her American Indian past into 
a narrative that reveals both the incredible 
sadness and the powerful beauty of her life. 
Participants will then free write on a childhood 
memory and experiment with adding poetry, dreams, 
song lyrics, etc., in order to enrich their memoir. This 
program is free and open to the public. Registration is 
required. For information, visit https://www.eiu.edu/
adulted/all.php.
Other community co-sponsors of Booth Big Read 
programs are Charleston High School librarian Kristin 
Runyon, Tarble Arts Center, Coles County Lifespan 
Center, Charleston Carnegie Public Library, Mattoon 
Public Library, Lake Land College Library, Well-Red 
Book Club, EIU Department of English, Doudna Fine 
Arts Center, Regional Office of Education #11 and 
Illinois Humanities.
Program updates can be found on the Big Read 
website at https://www.eiu.edu/booth/bigread/.
Big Read programs to continue in April
Whisler retires after 39 years at Booth Library
Enter your pitch and win a scholarship!
The Center for Student 
Innovation (CSI) at Booth 
Library invites underrepresented, 
undergraduate students to share 
ideas and technologies that will 
solve a specific problem. Each team 
will pitch an idea of how to solve 
a problem that they identify and 
describe using the resources that 
are currently available in or could 
be purchased for the library’s CSI. 
Winning proposals will 
generate funds to purchase 
technology for the CSI at Booth. In 
addition, winning team members 
will be awarded a scholarship 
toward their tuition. Awards will 
vary, but the first-place pitch team 
will be funded up to $10,000.
The competition is open to full-
time freshmen, sophomores and 
juniors who will be enrolled at EIU 
during the spring and fall semesters 
of 2021. The What’s your Problem? 
Pitch Competition is supported 
through the Governor’s Emergency 
Education Relief fund, which is 
aimed at retaining students who 
are part of an under-represented 
population. Therefore, all members 
of the team must be BIPOC (Black, 
indigenous, or people of color), 
OR first-generation students, OR 
low-income (Pell-eligible) students. 
Cross-disciplinary teams are 
welcome.
Teams may create their pitch 
using any software, apps or formats. 
Proposals must be submitted by 
midnight CST on March 15, 2021. 
More details are available at https://
www.eiu.edu/booth/csi/contest.php
The CSI Booth Pitch 
competition will award $30,000 
in scholarships and technology/
materials to the winning teams 
over two semesters. The winning 
team members will be awarded 
scholarships to be used for their 
tuition and fees, and may include 
the purchase of technology and 
materials for the CSI, as detailed 
in the pitch. Money will be split 
equally among team members, with 
half of the prize money awarded 
in April 2021 and the other half 
awarded in September 2021.
For more information, email 
Catherine Polydore, professor 
of Counseling and Student 
Development, at cpolydore@eiu.
eiu; Zach Newell, dean of Library 
Services, at znewell@eiu.edu; or 
Newton Key, director of the Faculty 
Development and Innovation 
Center, at nekey@eiu.edu. Or call 
Booth Library at 217-581-6061.
EIU students who have used Booth Library 
resources to enhance their research are encouraged 
to enter the library’s Awards for Excellence in Student 
Research and Creativity program.
The program is open to all Eastern Illinois 
University students. Cash prizes of up to $300 will be 
awarded, in addition to certificates of recognition.
The student entry may be a written work, art piece, 
exhibit, musical work, documentary, performance or 
another format.
The 2021 guidelines can be found on Booth 
Library’s website at https://library.eiu.edu/
awardsforexcellence/. All entries must be submitted 
electronically through EIU’s scholarship portal, https://
eiu.academicworks.com/.
The deadline to enter is March 22. Recipients will 
be selected by April 1, and the winners will be honored 
during the Virtual Student Research and Creativity 
Discovery Conference on April 9. Works submitted for 
competition must have been completed within the last 
12 months.
In 2020, nine EIU undergraduate and graduate 
students won Awards for Excellence worth a total of 
$1,500.
For more information on the Awards for Excellence, 
email library@eiu.edu or call 217-581-6061.
Entries accepted into annual Awards for Excellence
Librarian John Whisler retired 
from Booth Library on Dec. 31, 
2020, after 39 years of service.
Professor Whisler served as head 
of the Cataloging 
Services 
department for 
many years. He 
previously served 
as the head of 
the Periodicals 
department and 
as a subject bibliographer for art, 
music and theater.
Whisler helped to recatalog the 
library’s collection many times over 
the years, from the physical card 
catalog to the robust Alma library 
software system that came online in 
June 2020.
Whisler served for many 
years on the Technical Services 
Committee of the Consortium of 
Academic and Research Libraries 
in Illinois. He held memberships in 
the American Library Association, 
Illinois Library Association, 
Illinois Library Computer Systems 
Organization and the Music 
Library Association, in addition to 
other professional organizations.
He received the Technical 
Services Award from the ILA and 
the Distinguished Contributor 
Award from ILCSO, both in 2002, 
and was named Illinois Academic 
Librarian of the Year by the 
Illinois Association of College and 
Research Libraries/ILA in 1997.
Whisler earned a master of arts 
in library science in 1977 from 
the University of Iowa, a master’s 
degree in music in 1975 from the 
University of Memphis, and a 
bachelor of science degree in music 
in 1973 from Manchester College. 
Whisler previously served 
as a librarian at the Memphis/
Shelby County Public Library and 
Information Center and began 
work at Booth on July 1, 1981.
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From the Archives
University Archives houses copies 
of The Warbler, EIU’s yearbook. The 
book was named after the warbler bird, 
which flourished on Eastern’s campus 
early in the 1900s. A yearbook has been 
continuously published at Eastern since 
1919. 
The first EIU yearbook, titled 
The W’apper, was published in 
1913. “W’apper” comes from an old 
English word  — whopan, meaning to 
threaten. During 1500 to 1600, English 
schoolmasters were also referred to as 
w’appers.
Electronic copies of The Warbler 
and The W’apper also are accessible in 
The Keep, EIU’s institutional repository, 
which is coordinated through Booth 
Library.
Did you know? Booth Library is the home of University Archives and Special Collections, which contains 
those publications and records that have historical or research value pertaining to Eastern Illinois 
University and the East Central Illinois area.
EIU yearbook: The Warbler
Due to COVID-19 safety precautions, access 
to our bookshelves is prohibited. But don’t worry! 
Our staff will get you what you need! 
Patrons may request an item be pulled from 
the shelves by coming to the circulation desk 
in person; calling the circulation desk at 581-
6071; sending an email to bthcirc@eiu.edu; or 
completing the book request form on the library 
website home page.
Patrons may also request the retrieval of 
Booth-owned items by using the request option 
in the library’s catalog, Primo.
Bookshelves closed to patrons
In accordance with university guidelines, patrons are 
required to wear masks while in the library. Patrons 
are encouraged to clean their work spaces when 
arriving and prior to leaving the library. Sanitizing 
wipes and hand sanitizer are provided. For more info 
on the library’s response to coronavirus: visit https://
www.eiu.edu/booth/covid19/welcome.php
Be like Billy! 
Wear a face mask!Booth has reopened its fourth-floor study 
rooms for reservations. The rooms had been 
closed since March for safety reasons during the 
pandemic.
“We’ve received several requests from 
students to reopen the study rooms,” said Zach 
Newell, dean of Library Services. “Students 
with online classes need private spaces to work, 
and after discussing protocols with local health 
officials, we have agreed on a way to open the 
study rooms safely.”
Typically Booth study rooms are for group 
work. However, they are now for individual use 
only. Rooms are available by reservation only 
and can be reserved for up to two hours. 
Masks are required, just as they are 
throughout the library. Sanitizers are provided 
for individuals to clean surfaces. There will be a 
required break between reservations to allow for 
air filtration.
Only current EIU students with a valid 
Panther Card may reserve a room. Reservations 
can be made up to two weeks in advance.
To reserve a study room, visit https://booth.
eiu.edu/studyroom.
Study rooms open 
for individual use
COVID-19 Response
At left: An In Memoriam 
section from the 1919 
yearbook remembers EIU 
students killed in World War I. 
At far left: the EIU gymnastics 
team from the 1959 Warbler.
Above: the 1919 EIU baseball team. At left: the 
cover of the 1913 W’apper.
Dr. Robin Murray
Dr. Robin Murray, professor 
of English and director of the 
Eastern Illinois Writing Project, 
says Moving Writers: Finding and 
Amplifying Voice, a workshop 
series sponsored by the EIU 
English Department and EIWP, 






The series is 
being hosted 
in EIU’s The 
Keep through 
March 31, 2021.
Keynote presenter Rebekah 
O’Dell has shared a four-part series 
for the virtual conference, in which 
future teacher participants and 
mentor teachers will learn how to 
“move student writers forward in 
their craft, help students develop 
solid writing habits and cultivate 
writing lives, and guide students to 
become ‘moving writers’  — writers 
whose words have the power to 
affect readers move teachers and 
teacher writers in the practice of 
teaching writing.”
O’Dell was chosen to lead the 
workshop series following her 
participation in the 2017 and 2018 
summer institute, when teachers 
were encouraged to participate in 
100 Days of Summer Writing.
“Presentations and workshops 
from area teachers amplify these 
sessions, emphasizing the belief 
that the best teachers of teachers are 
other teachers,” Murray said. “These 
workshops allow both student 
attendees and teacher presenters 
to share effective ideas and confer 
with one another virtually.”
Murray said the Eastern Illinois 
Writing Project was approved by 
the National Writing Project in 
2008. Since then, EIWP has offered 
coursework and free professional 
development opportunities, 
including workshop series in 
schools and an annual Institute 
Day. 
“Our goal is to provide future 
and current teachers with effective 
resources that will encourage 
students to ‘come to voice’ in the 
classroom and beyond,” she said.
Murray herself stays active as 
a researcher and writer, having 
published several books and 
journal articles in areas such as 
ecocriticism, film studies and 
women’s studies. Her most recent 
book, “Ecocinema in the City” 
(Routledge 2018), co-authored 
with Joseph K. Heumann, argues 
that urban ecocinema both reveals 
and critiques visions of urban 
environmentalism.
“The book emphasizes the 
increasingly transformative 
power of nature in urban settings, 
explored in both documentaries 
and features films,” Murray said.
She and Heumann have 
completed the draft of a new 
book, “Screening Eco-Comedies,” 
in which they explore “broadly 
defined ecocinema through a 
variety of comic lenses to reveal 
and reinforce the aesthetic and 
environmental possibilities of eco-
comedy.”
“Looking back, it seems my 
current research interests began as 
early as elementary school, when I 
critiqued the fur trade and explored 
origins of the black plague,” she 
said. “But I began integrating 
ecocritical and women’s studies 
approaches during graduate school.  
Work in film studies began a little 
earlier, in explorations of feminist 
science fiction film and literature.”
EIU faculty with a SelectedWorks profile in The Keep create visibility of their research, courses, disciplines, 
departments, and our institution. SelectedWorks pages are search engine optimized, so content on them is more 
discoverable by Google and other search engines as compared to regular webpages. There are 273 EIU faculty 
with SelectedWorks pages, representing every college and most departments. 
The Keep Spotlight
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The Keep (https://thekeep.eiu.edu/) is the EIU institutional repository, a digital 
archive of faculty scholarship, student and professional journals, graduate theses, 
undergraduate honors papers, EIU historical documents, committee documents 
and more. The mission of The Keep is to digitize, preserve and promote the 
scholarly output of EIU, optimizing the content for easy online discovery.
All-time Downloads
2,559,059
Faculty FOCUS: The Keep Faculty Focus highlights one EIU faculty member with active creative 
activity in The Keep, EIU’s institutional repository.
Have your own, uniquely branded event site: Via The 
Keep, Booth Library can set up an event site unique to your 
department, unit, or organization. An event site comes with 
optional support pages such as Registration (pointing to 
your machform or registration system), Call For Papers, and 
Speaker Information, and the presentations of the current 
year’s event are displayed in handsome scheduling grids. 
The Keep currently host event sites for EIUnity, the RISE 
conference, Moving Writers, Lions In Winter, and I’ll Teach. 
Among the options for hosting events during the pandemic 
are linking to Zoom rooms or Crowdcast, having embedded 
pre-recorded videos, and including Disqus for comment 
posting for each presentation. Contact thekeep@eiu.edu for 
more information. 
Host your event via The Keep
You are a librarian in the 
Research, Engagement and 
Scholarship department at Booth 
Library. What does your job 
entail?
My assigned duties encompass 
a variety of components. The 
main things I do are research 
assistance, collection development, 
and instruction. I serve as library 
liaison to English, Journalism, 
Theatre, and Kinesiology, Sport 
and Recreation. In that capacity, 
I select materials and manage 
the allocated collections budgets 
for those disciplines. And I 
create and maintain guides and 
other materials to assist patrons 
conducting research in these areas. 
I also spend time providing support 
for patron research queries that 
require the use of collections in the 
University Archives.
 
What other positions or 
responsibilities do you have/have 
you held at Booth? How long have 
you worked here?
I have been the bibliographer 
for all of the above-mentioned 
areas except English since I started 
as an assistant professor at Booth 
in the fall of 1999. So I am in my 
22nd year as a librarian at Eastern. 
For two or three years I also served 
as the library liaison to Physics, 
which I really enjoyed because it 
is such a departure from my other 
assignments. Fortunately, it is not 
always necessary to have a deep 
academic background in a subject 
to provide a department with good 
library support.
Do you have a favorite 
memory or project during your 
time working at Booth?
My favorite project would 
probably be the library exhibition 
I produced in the fall of 2014, 
“Revolutionary Decade:  
Reflections on the 1960s.” The 
exhibits and scholarly presentations 
encompassed a broad swath of 
the events of the 1960s that still 
affect how we live today: the civil 
rights, women’s rights and LGBTQ 
rights movements; American 
Indian activism; the environmental 
movement; dramatic developments 
in art, music, and popular culture; 
Vietnam War; Cold War; the 
phenomenon of Camelot and the 
assassination President Kennedy; 
LBJ’s “War on Poverty”; the 
space race and the ramping up of 
scientific research and education 
that accompanied it; and the rise 
of the fast food industry, to name a 
few.
 How has the role of libraries 
and librarians changed during 
your career?
The ways in which information 
is created, discovered, and 
delivered have changed drastically 
in the time since I took my first 
professional job as a librarian. 
In every aspect of my job, digital 
content (e.g. e-journals, e-books, 
streaming audio and video) has 
increasingly replaced physical 
content (print books and journals, 
CDs, DVDs, etc.), and electronic 
delivery has replaced physical 
circulation of these various bundles 
of information. It would be nearly 
impossible to overemphasize the 
effects that the rise of the internet 
and the shift to digital content 
creation have had on librarianship 
during my career. When I started 
at EIU I kept my schedule on a 
Palm Pilot, which was state-of-
the-art technology in 1999. That 
said, the fundamental mission 
and ethical underpinnings of 
academic librarianship have not 
changed. That mission is to provide 
all library users with unbiased 
professional assistance in finding, 
managing, and effectively using the 
information they want and need.
What is your all-time favorite 
book and why?
I was a huge J.R.R. Tolkien fan 
when I was a kid. When I was 12, 
I would have said “The Lord of the 
Rings.” I still appreciate Tolkien, but 
my tastes have expanded to
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Duffin, Kirstin. (2020). Comparing open 
access search tools to improve interlibrary 
loan fulfillment efficiency. Technical Services 
Quarterly, 37(4), 415-431. 
Johnson, Sarah. Review of The Four Winds by 
Kristin Hannah.  Booklist, Oct. 15, 2020.
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Excellence Inclusive: RISE Conference.
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Virtual Reference Online Conference. 
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Following is a list of recent publications 
and presentations completed by Booth 
Library faculty members.
Faculty Achievements
David Bell on digital content, vintage hi-fi, 1960s
Faculty Spotlight
Continued from page 10
include 19th century British fiction,  biography, and a number 
of other genres. “Wuthering Heights” is my favorite novel 
in the first category. I also love the 1939 film adaptation 
with cinematography by Charleston native and legendary 
cameraman Gregg Toland. As for contemporary fiction, I 
enjoy the novels of Michael Chabon, to name one author. “The 
Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay” is an amazing novel.
What are you most looking forward to reading in the 
months ahead? And/or, what are you reading now or have 
read recently? Tell us about those.
I am reading “An American Sunrise: Poems,” by Joy Harjo; 
“Hyperbole and a Half,” by Allie Brosh; and I have been about 
one-third of the way through “Life Itself,” by Roger Ebert, for 
two or three years. I know how it ends and I don’t want to get 
there yet, I guess.
What are your hobbies and interests outside of work?
I am into gardening, but a bit less so than I was a few years 
ago. Lately I picked up vintage hi-fi as another hobby. I like 
to tinker with tube amplifiers, reel-to-reel tape decks, and 
turntables from the 1970s. I even got into 8-track tapes for a 
while. They have a terrible reputation, which they basically 
deserve. But they can deliver surprisingly good sound when 
working properly. I am also very slowly restoring my Queen 
Anne-style Victorian house in Charleston.
Tell us about your past and current research interests.
My major research project for the last decade or so has 
been archiving the historical record of Sullivan, Illinois’ Little 
Theatre on the Square. I got to know the founder, Guy S. Little 
Jr., and he shared dozens of entertaining stories about his life 
as a producer. Most of them revolved around the B-list stars he 
regularly hired to perform at his theatre in the 1960s and ‘70s, 
the heyday of the summer stock era. I have so far digitized all 
of the programs from the theatre’s opening in 1957 through to 
somewhere in the current millennium, along with hundreds of 
professional photos of each production. They are all available 
in The Keep, Eastern’s institutional repository. After Mr. Little’s 
death in March 2017, I acquired many historical documents, 
photos, scrapbooks and other ephemera from his estate. The 
focus now is on organizing this content into a functional 
archive. I also plan to explore options for digitizing materials.
What is an interesting fact that many don’t know about 
you?
 I was a competitive swimmer during all four years of high 
school. 
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Make a donation 
to Booth Library
Your generosity can 
make a difference to the 
library and our patrons. 
Each gift will ensure better 
services for the users of 
Booth Library or will 
enhance the preservation 
of our historic building.
Please use the 
link below to donate 
electronically through 




If you prefer to mail 
your gift, please send a 
check payable to EIU 
Foundation/Booth Library 
to EIU Foundation, 600 
Lincoln Ave., Charleston, 
IL 61920.
To donate library 
materials, please make 
arrangements with our 
Acquisitions Department 
by calling 217-581-6021.




NoteBooth is a publication of 
Booth Library at Eastern Illinois 
University in Charleston, IL. 
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Dean of Library Services: 
Zachary Newell
Editor: Beth Heldebrandt
Proofreaders: Sarah Johnson, 
Diane Highland
Contributors: Todd Bruns, 
David Bell
Follow Booth Library online:
https://library.eiu.edu/






Booth Library now 
offers access to a large 
collection of digital 
magazines through 
the Digital Library of 
Illinois. You can borrow 
and read the magazines 
using Libby or any other 
method you currently use 
to access OverDrive titles. 
Magazines don’t count toward your 
checkout limits.
The collection has over 3200 
magazines of current and popular 
interest on a wide variety of subjects. 
All are available for simultaneous use, 
with no waiting or restrictions.
Happy browsing! For more 
information, please Ask a Librarian.
Collections feature topics  
of diversity and inclusivity
Booth Library has an in-depth 
collection of resources focusing on 
cultural acceptance and inclusivity. 
During 2021, our librarians are 
featuring research guides on a variety 
of these topics.
During March, we are focusing 
on topics related to Women’s History 
Month. Please see the Sex and Sexism 
guide, with selected books, articles, 
videos and databases.
During February, we focused on 
topics related to African American 
Heritage Month. Librarian Steve 
Brantley, head of Research, 
Engagement and Scholarship, 
presented a list that explores the 
literary, artistic and musical genres 
dubbed Afrofuturism and Afro Punk.
To get access to physical materials, 
please contact your research librarian 
or complete this online request form to 
have the materials pulled by members 
of our Circulation staff.
Visit the library website for regular 
features on the materials available to 
our patrons: https://library.eiu.edu/
news/.
Magazines now available via DLIL; 
librarians feature diverse collections
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